Epidemiology of notified campylobacteriosis in Western Australia.
Campylobacteriosis is one of the most common causes of gastroenteritis in Australia and the rates are thought to be increasing. This study has included all cases of campylobacteriosis that were notified in Western Australia between 1991 and 2001. The data for the study were received from Western Australian Notifiable Infectious Diseases Database located at the Communicable Disease Control Directorate of Western Australia. Rates of notification were calculated using the census data from 1991 for the general population and 1996 census data for the Aboriginal population. The notification rate of campylobacteriosis 89 per 100000 (95.0% confidence interval (CI) 87.6-91.4) for males and for females it was 78 per 100 000 (95.0%CI 87.6-91.4). Increased notification rates were seen in the very young, in males, in non-metropolitan areas and in the spring season. Aboriginal people had a much higher incidence than the rest of the population. Rates increased when laboratory notification was introduced. This study concludes that the rate of campylobacteriosis notification in Western Australia is increasing and is affecting younger children and young adults. The rate is higher in the Aboriginal population. As there were missing data from some cases the study faced some difficulties in interpreting the results. Recommendations for an improved surveillance system are made in order to minimise missing data.